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COMPANY AT A GLANCE 
 
Buddy Bike, LLC is the manufacturer of a unique tandem bicycle. We take pride in providing a 
quality bicycle and excellent timely service to our customers and bicycle dealers. We strive to 
provide a product that encourages more families to ride bicycles and we give back to our 
community by supporting disability and cycling related events. 
 
THE JOURNEY FROM LOVE BIKE TO BUDDY BIKE 
 
In the early 1990s Robert “Bob” Gardner from Willits, California created what would eventually 
become the Buddy Bike. Bob, a bicycle enthusiast, was inspired to customize a bike to ride with 
his young son Isaac. Bob had the innovation of adding a seat and foot pegs in front of his seat. 
Isaac enjoyed riding in front but wanted his own pedals so Bob welded two bicycle frames 
together. He called the unique tandem bicycle the Love Bike and began production in 1996. In 
2003, Barry Nelson, the father of a child with autism, began searching for a bicycle to use with 
his son Jesse. Barry enjoyed outdoor activities with his other children but had difficulty finding 
an activity that he could share with Jesse. Barry tried many options without success until he 
purchased a used Love Bike. Barry enjoyed the time that he spent with Jesse on the Love Bike 
and wanted other families to have the same experience. In 2005, Barry purchased the patent 
and remaining inventory of the Love Bike with a Trust benefiting Jesse and he changed the 
name of the bicycle to the Buddy Bike. 
 
THE BUDDY BIKE 
 
The Buddy Bike is the alternative inline tandem bicycle that places the stoker in the front seat. 
The lower front seat allows both riders to safely enjoy the view while the captain steers from the 
back. With the Buddy Bike, the captain no longer has to twist around to check on a child rider, 
risking an accident. Buddy Bike utilizes an exclusive and innovative design with an extra set of 
handles on the handlebars for the stoker and pedals that work on the same drive chain so the 
riders work together. With a weight capacity of 380 pounds, the Buddy Bike is the ultimate 
family bike, one that can be enjoyed by riders of most ages and abilities. 
 
INDUSTRY OVERVIEW 
 
Buddy Bike, LLC is operated from its office in North Miami Beach, Florida. Fairing Industries in 
Chino, California coordinates product development, manufacturing and shipping. The Buddy 
Bike is currently manufactured in China. Over 450 Buddy Bikes and Love Bikes have been sold 
in the United States and around the world. The target audiences of the Buddy Bike are: 
1) special needs families, schools, camps and organizations; and 2) bike rental locations. 
 



Special Needs Product Review
The Buddy Bike© - The Alternative Tandem Bicycle

The Buddy Bike has been offi cially tested, rated and recognized as a product that is friendly for children of all abilities
by the National Lekotek Center. The following is a summary of their report which can be found at our product listing at

www.ableplay.org. Parents may fi nd this information to be useful in their search for funding.

The Buddy Bike is an innovative tandem bicycle (bicycle for two) that places the smaller rider in the 
front seat while the rear rider controls the steering. It is shorter in length than a standard tandem, 
has a unique handlebar setup and has a lower front seat so both riders can safely enjoy the view. 
Its features make it especially benefi cial for children with special needs who may not otherwise be 
able to experience the thrill of riding a bicycle.

The Buddy Bike can be empowering for a child or adult with special needs. Riding the same bike 
as the caregiver lessens the skills and the number of steps necessary to successfully ride a bike. 
The front rider has their own handlebars to feel like they are steering without actually having control 
of the bike and they can contribute to pedaling and propelling the bicycle forward. The front rider is 
seated in the front seat which provides an unobstructed view for maximum visual stimulation and 
tactile stimulation in the form of wind on his/her face. The seats are close enough for easy com-
munication between the riders making it easier to keep the person with a disability on task without 
lagging behind, turning a different way or stopping on their own. A rider with a disability is able to 
keep up with family and friends when riding in a group so they are no longer left behind.

Riders must be able to sit upright on a standard bicycle seat to ride the Buddy Bike. Fold-out foot 
pegs are available for smaller riders to keep their feet out of the way of moving pedals. (Sold sepa-
rately.) The Buddy Bike can support up to 380 pounds; making it the ultimate family bike that can 
be enjoyed by riders of all ages and abilities.

Therapeutic Benefi ts:

• Provides physical activity which directly combats obesity.
• Strengthens core muscles for stability.
• Improves balance and exercises reciprocal leg movements.
• Improves motor planning and gross motor skills.
• Provides visual and tactile stimulation.
• May improve full body sensory awareness.
• Helps improve attention and assists children in focusing

on cognitive tasks presented after by providing riders
with proprioceptive input. 

• Encourages teamwork and verbal communication.
• Provides leisure, family activity, outdoor activity and

community social skills.
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From a Physical Therapist’s Point of View 
 

The Victory Center 
I have been the Physical Education Director at the 
Victory Center for over two years. The kids at 
school refer to me as "Coach." As you probably 
already know, the Victory Center is a school that 
provides a variety of services for children with 
Autism and behavioral challenges. What you 
probably do not know is that the Buddy Bike has 
done wonders for our children. 

As a P.E. teacher, my main concern has always 
been to improve the quality of life of my students, 
primarily through fun gross motor activities. We 
have a variety of bicycles at school (from small 
bicycles with training wheels, to 20 inch bikes with 
support bars, to 26 inch mountain bikes, to the 
famous Buddy Bike. The majority of our children 
ride with training wheels or a support bar (but 
require moderate to maximum physical assistance 
from myself or the coaching staff) to balance the 
bike while he/she rides. All of them really enjoy 
learning to ride but none of them actually 
experience what it is like to ride at a good pace or 
what it feels like to have the wind blow in their face 
while riding through nature's outdoors. The Buddy 
Bike has given them that! With either myself or a 
coaching staff in the back seat of "that extraordinary 
2 person bike," each child (from the Victory Center) 
can ride bicycle like everyone else. 

Aside from the physical benefits they receive i.e. 
lower body/core strength, stability and coordination, 
it has given them a sense of belonging and has 
driven them to "want to attend physical education 
and "ride with coach." The look on their faces is one 
that I cannot describe. Two children in the school 
can now ride a 20 inch bike independently because 
the Buddy Bike has allowed them to develop the 
"Mechanics" necessary to perform the task of riding 
a bike. 

The buddy bike is the most magnificent gross motor 
training tool that I have ever used in my 13 years of 
working with children with disabilities. I truly love it. 
My coaching staff loves it and the students of the 
Victory Center rely on it so that one day, they can 
ride independently. 

Thank you and everyone else who made it possible 
for the Buddy Bike to be a part of the lives of the 
children of the Victory Center. Thank you very 
much. 

Will Perez 
Physical Education Director 
The Victory Center 
for Autism and Behavioral Challenges 

Miami Children's Hospital 
Dan Marino Center 

Thank you so much for letting us borrow a Buddy 
Bike and Helmets for Camp DMC! The children 
absolutely loved riding them. We were able to use 
the bikes as motivators for completing work - the 
children were able to earn bike rides if they followed 
the rules and completed assignments. In addition, 
some of the children seek sensory input that riding 
the bike was able to provide, and bike rides at 
regular intervals helped keep instances of 
inappropriate sensory seeking behaviors down. 

Another very cool fact - we actually allowed STEPS 
Interns to ride the bikes with the children as part of 
their responsibilities and bonding experiences with 
the children. STEPS Interns are high school 
students with disabilities who were working with us 
as their summer job site because they want to be 
camp counselors or work with children when they 
enter the workforce. 

Attached are a couple of pictures of our kiddos 
having fun that I thought you would enjoy. 

Thanks again!!! 
 
Stacy A. Layer, MA, BCBA 
Behavior Analysis Manager 
Miami Children's Hospital Dan Marino Center 
 

     



 
 

For more customer comments and stories visit www.buddybike.com. 
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Customer Comments 
Updated September 2009 

 
You should have seen Patrick's face the first time he rode with 
dad. I thought his face was going to break into 2 pieces, he was 
smiling so big! 

Nancy, Ray & Patrick - Lewisville, TX 

I just want you to know that the bike is the real deal. My 9 year old 
autistic son loves it. It's a solid, well built bike and if your son likes 
to ride a bike, this will be perfect. By the way, I don't get anything 
back from praising the bike, my reward is a happy child. 

Kruno - Tecumseh, Ontario, Canada 

Our son, Nicholas, wants to ride all the time. The first time he 
rode he had his legs out to the side ... threw his head back ... 
closed his eyes ... took a deep breath and smiled the biggest 
smile I've EVER seen…it made me cry. I think maybe it was the 
first time he'd ever felt the wind in his face. That image will never 
leave my mind (or heart)…My husband travels weekly, so their 
time on the bike has been limited - but priceless…We are beyond 
thrilled to own a buddy bike! 

Lori - Fernandina Beach, FL 

We weren't sure how Meredith was going to react to being on the 
bike without any special support around her midriff area…She 
screamed at first but once the bike started moving she started 
smiling and making sounds of enjoyment. Now she gets on the 
bike with enthusiasm! We are very happy with the joy that the bike 
has given our family. When I'm home with the kids in the summer 
I can go out and ride with them and get a workout on top of it. 

Diane, Doug & Meredith - Indianapolis, IN 

…[The Buddy Bike] has been amazing. My husband and Jackson 
have been out every weekend riding since we got it. Jackson 
LOVES it! He is enjoying their time together so much- he loves 
being on the bike, he loves being outside. It is great to have an 
appropriate activity to do with him that he loves. Best of all, my 
husband has something special that he can do with his son. 
When you have a child with significant special needs, it can be 
hard to find a recreational activity to do together. My husband 
cannot do a lot of the things that dads do with their typical 
children- there is no catch, no baseball, soccer, hockey, etc. 
Those activities are too difficult for Jackson and he does not enjoy 
them. But he LOVES being on the bike with his dad! And they are 
having a great time together. Thank you for such a wonderful 
product. It has made a difference in our lives!! 

Michele - Long Island, NY 

It was really special time with the Buddy Bike in hand, we rode 
bikes together on Christmas day for the first time ever as a family. 

Kathleen - Destin, FL 

Kendra absolutely LOVES her new bike. The foot pegs are 
great!!! When she seems tired, we just flip them down for her. 
Anyway, thanks so much for such a great bike!!! The smile on her 
face the first time we took the bike out was priceless. We all love 
the buddy bike!!!! 

Susan & Kendra - Manitowoc, WI 

I'm sending you a photo of Luke's first ride, which wasn't too 
successful - he loved it but wouldn't keep his feet on the pedals. 
We've now got some footstraps which keep his feet in place 
which has solved that. The only problem we have now is that he 
loves it so much he never wants the ride to end and we 
sometimes find ourselves going around the block a few times 
before he'll let us come home without screaming the place down!! 

Teresa, Gareth & Luke - Oxon, England 

I've two questions for you: 1. Is this much fun from a buddy bike 
normal or legal? The children and I seem to have smiles from ear 
to ear when we ride it. 2. Why didn't I buy one sooner? 

Laurence - London, UK 

My husband & son are out and about on the bike every weekend. 
We always get comments ... stares ... and questions! We are all 
too happy to share the Buddy Bike story. 

Lori - Fernandina Beach, FL 

It's been so awesome. The kids ask for "family bike rides" 
everyday. Luke (8 yo w/autism) says he doesn't want to ride the 
bus anymore (he loves the bus), he wants me to ride with him to 
school everyday!! 

Denise - East Lansing, MI 

I posted a video of Jeffrey's first bike ride on my [Facebook] 
profile page! We got it yesterday and his response was "I love this 
bike", he says it on the video…We are thrilled with the bike… 
Thank you so much for offering such a wonderful product. This 
will change our life! 

Kami - Yardley, PA 

We have had our buddy bike since May of 2006 and have loved it. 
My son Cole who has autism initially was not able to process the 
pedaling of the bike and used the foot pegs. We have worked on 
pedaling several times a week. On 4/3/07 everything came 
together and now Cole is able to pedal! Our family and many of 
the neighbors are overjoyed at his accomplishment as they know 
how hard we have worked on pedaling. Cole is non verbal but 
now appears to enjoy riding his buddy bike even more now. We 
are so happy and proud for him and just want to thank you again 
for providing a wonderful product like the buddy bike that has 
allowed my son a chance to participate in an activity that only a 
year ago seemed impossible. 

Tim - Naples, FL 

..Kenny who has autism…was all grumbly when I told him we 
were going to get the [Buddy Bike] and ride it home (not an 
uncommon first reaction from him on anything new or 
different)…he did agree to give the whole thing a *try*, but just 
once he said, (like he does when I make him taste carrots or 
broccoli). We got out the front door of the bike shop 
and…immediately everyone in the parking lot was paying 
attention to us…We got on the bike path and cars that were going 
by and walkers, joggers, other bikers were all taking notice of us 
on this very different bike. One guy driving by yelled out his 
window at us, “Hey COOL BIKE!”  More importantly, Kenny said, 
“Sorry I was grumpy about the bike mom. THIS IS REALLY 
COOL.”  
 
Here is what [Kenny] said to me…while riding our Buddy Bike: 
“ I like riding our bike on our quiet streets when it is like this.”  
“Like what honey?” 
“Like when it’s warm out, but if you ride the bike a little bit fast it 
makes the wind go by and be cool out too - right on your face.”  
 
I love that the Buddy Bike is giving us these opportunities to be 
together, work together, play together, talk together and…that 
part about riding a little bit fast so that the wind goes by and 
makes it cool out – right on your face…it’s the greatest. The 
Buddy Bike is doing so much more for us than just getting us 
around town on a bike. 

Maureen - Monroe, MI 







Will you leave him behind?

or will he lead the ride?
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